
 
 
 
 

AMQMST04 Aspen WORD Document Portrait | V2.2 | Jun14 | Page 1 of 2 

Media Release 

15 December 2015 

 

Mapping project to inform Australia’s Ex-Service Organisations (ESOs) for the 21st 
Century launched in Canberra 

 

A research project aimed at mapping the needs of veterans and families, the focus and services of 

Ex-Service Organisations (ESO) and identifying the gaps and overlaps of ESO services was launched at 

the Australian War Memorial in Canberra today, 15 December 2015.  

The ESO Mapping Project (ESOMP) will be undertaken by an independent organisation, the Aspen 

Foundation. 

Speaking at the launch, Air Chief Marshal Sir Angus Houston AK, AC (Mil), AFC (Retired) said, “Our 

veterans and their families are a special group of Australians who have been prepared to make 

important contributions for our country’s national interests.  

“Australia has traditionally supported its veterans and their families both at a government and a 

community level.  At the community level that support has primarily been through a network of Ex-

Service Organisations, commonly referred to as ESOs.  ESOs have traditionally drawn on a strong 

sense of mateship and comradeship amongst those who have served their nation. That strong sense 

of mateship is the motivation that drives these organisations to assist veterans and families in need.” 

ESOs are being invited to take part in a survey.  The project team will then develop and publish a 

report that will enable observations to be made and insights to be gained for consideration by the 

ESO community.  The final report is due for release to the ESO community in April 2016.” 

The ESO Mapping Project Steering Committee Chair, Mr Bruce Armstrong said, “As Australia moves 

into the fourth post war period of its history - WW1, WW2, SE Asia, and now Timor/Middle East - it is 

considered appropriate to take stock and undertake research to better understand how ESOs are 

organised to support contemporary veterans and their families, regardless of where they live or 

what their needs are.” 

All ESOs, NGOs, Charities, Trusts and other community groups that support veterans and families are 

encouraged to register to contribute to this project through a survey, and then receive a copy of the 

final report. 

 

Interested ESOs should register at www.aspenfoundation.org.au/esomp 

ENDS 

 

http://www.aspenfoundation.org.au/esomp
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For more information please contact: 

Andrew Condon, Head of Working Group – ESO Mapping Project on 

acondon@aspenfoundation.org.au or 0438 889 667 

 

About the Aspen Foundation 

The team at Aspen Medical has always focussed on giving back to the communities in which they 

work. In 2010 the founders of Aspen Medical, Glenn Keys and Dr Andrew Walker, created the Aspen 

Foundation to formalise and increase their support for these communities.  A percentage of the 

profits from Aspen Medical are allocated by the shareholders to the Aspen Foundation.  

The Aspen Foundation is a member of Philanthropy Australia, the national peak body for 

philanthropy and a not-for-profit membership organisation whose mission is to lead an innovative, 

growing, influential and high performing philanthropic sector in Australia. 
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